
In this first session of the Excellence in Education Series, Region One           
Education Service Center (ESC) is pleased to present  Dr. Thomas R. Guskey, 
Professor of Psychology in the College of Education at the University of       
Kentucky.  Dr. Guskey will discuss excellence in: 

 Going beyond assessments for learning to designing assessments that 
improve learning 

 Differentiating instruction with mastery learning, and 
 Designing and evaluating effective professional learning. 

  
Dr. Guskey is widely recognized for his research in professional                      
development, education reform, assessment and grading. He is included in 
the National Staff Development Council’s Leaders in Staff Development and is the only person to have 
twice won the council’s Book of the Year award and three times won the Article of the Year award.  
 
Dr. Guskey is the author/editor of 18 books and more than 200 articles and papers. He has been      
featured on National Public Radio's "Morning Edition" and "Talk of the Nation." As a consultant to  
education agencies around the world, he brings clarity and insight to education's most complex   
problems. 

Dr. Tom R. Guskey  
University of Kentucky 

Date:   Monday, December 14, 2015 

Time:   9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.  (Lunch on your own) 

  1:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m.  

Location:   McAllen Convention Center  

  700 Convention Center Boulevard 

  McAllen, Texas  78501 

Workshop#: 51556 

Fee:   $125/person; Groups of 5 or more: $100/person 
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A three-year Excellence in Education Framework of study was        

generated by leadership in the Division of Instructional, School       

Improvement, and College Readiness Support at the Region One ESC 

in Edinburg, Texas. The framework is based on results of John 

Hattie’s 2009 book, Visible  Learning: A synthesis of over 800 meta-

analyses relating to achievement. The Excellence in Education Series 

is an outgrowth of that effort.  
 

Offering keystone professional learning events annually, the Division brings renowned authors and experts to our 

area. The fall 2015 Excellence in Education Series event features Dr. Tom R. Guskey, University of Kentucky, whose 

research is referenced across several domains.  
 

In this inaugural year, conversations and professional learning is focused around three main domains: Mastery     

Learning, Teacher/Student Relationship, and Socio-Economic Status (SES).   

Be sure to secure your space at this inaugural event today! 

Beyond Assessments For Learning: Assessments That    
Improve Learning 
Using assessments to improve student learning involves 
more than administration of “formative” assessments. It 
requires teachers to make well designed assessments an 
integral part of the instructional process.   
 

Come hear Dr. Guskey describe how teachers can        
develop clear learning targets, gather useful information 
on students’ performance, offer effective feedback to 
guide improvements in teaching and learning, and then 
accurately document students’ learning progress.  
 

Participants will learn how to use classroom assessments 
as effective learning tools, how to integrate performance 
assessments with more traditional assessment methods, 
how to align assessment procedures with important 
learning goals, and how there procedures will allow them 
to better meet the needs of diverse learners.  

Differentiating Instruction with Mastery Learning 

Practical issues involved in the implementation of    
mastery learning will be presented along with ways to 
adapt the procedures to personal teaching styles,    
specific classroom situations, and the needs of          
individual students. Participants will be provided with a 
clear understanding of the theory and practice of   
mastery learning so that they can immediately use 
these strategies. 

 

Professional Learning (PL) 

There are various levels of PL evaluation. To be able to 
show that the PL being designed and delivered in your 
district makes a difference for educators and students, 
come learn how to apply research findings to gather 
quantitative and qualitative evidence on effects and 
how to present that evidence in meaningful ways.  

Event Session Topics and Outcomes 

What is the Excellence in Education Series? 


